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effort is made to keep the sentiment of patriotic allegiance to the 
Fatherland warm and firm. 

The most interesting chapter in the book is that which describes 
the German expansion in France. The author has raked together 
every important expression or sign of German hostility to France 
or dislike of its people, and marshals the statistics of immigration 
and business to show that if population remains stationary in 
France and grows steadily in Germany, it is inevitable that the 
excess of population in the latter will overflow into the spare 
corners of the former and will finally absorb or replace the less 
prolific stock. Having thus brought his countrymen face to face 
with conquest in its most insidious form, the author utters a final 
cry of scorn against all who think that peace with such an enemy 
can be wise or safe. 

C. H. Levermore. 
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The growing interest in the history of the Pacific Northwest is 
evidenced by the publication of this documentary index to the 
historical material relating to the Oregon country and to Alaska. 
It embraces the period from 1789 to 1817 and includes only the 
official publications of the federal government. No attempt is made 
to cover private works of history, travel, or description relating to 
this section, or the documents published by the states themselves. 
As the latter will in due time be covered by the Index of State 
Legislation now in course of publication by the Carnegie Institution, 
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hoped that the present volume may be supplemented by an index 
of books of travel and description, of county histories, and of like 
books, similar to that recently prepared for the Illinois Historical 
Society by Dr. S. J. Buck. The subject index is arranged alpha- 
betically by subjects; and within each subject, chronologically by 
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Written in 1852 and first published in 1854, these memoirs well 
deserve republication. They recount the life history and the travels 
of a journeyman carpenter, and give an extraordinarily vivid picture 
of the social and economic life of France in the period of the 
Restoration. C. D. 
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Over half of the contents is devoted to a description of Fort 
Dearborn — its founding, importance, destruction, and fate of the 
survivors — which is supported by a number of appendices giving the 
original documents in the case. This is by far the most careful 
and scholarly part of the volume and may be regarded as definitive 
on this subject. It is based upon a thorough study of the original 
sources, manuscript and otherwise, and is deserving of high praise. 
Less valuable because less original are the chapters prefixed to this 
part, which deal with the exploration of the region about Chicago, 
the fur trade, and the struggle with the Indians for the possession 
of the Northwest. In his first chapter on the Chicago portage it 
may be noted that the author disagrees with the contentions of the 
federal government as to the navigability of the Des Plaines River, 
as raised in the case of The United States of America v. The 
Economy Light and Power Company, now pending in the courts. 

For the economist the chapter on The Indian Trade is the one 
of most interest. In this Dr. Quaife describes the experiment of the 
federal government in establishing trading houses or factories to 
supply the wants of the Indians and at the same time free them 
from foreign influences. This system was begun in 1795 with the 
establishment of two factories, and supplanted the method of licens- 
ing traders, which had been rather spasmodically tried for two 
decades. The number was increased until in 1812 there were twelve 
factories in operation, scattered throughout the Northwest; these 
were supplied with goods purchased out of a capital fund of some 
$280,000 appropriated by Congress, which was to be maintained at 
this point by the profits of the business. The government trading 
houses seem to have been honestly enough administered, but suffered 
greatly from the competition of private traders who could extend 
credit, dispense whisky, and engage in other practices which were 
forbidden the government agencies. Finally, in 1822, under the 
urging of Senator Benton, but largely because of the antagonism 
of Astor's American Fur Company, the entire system was abolished. 
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The three essays which make up this little volume are "Masters 
of the Wilderness," a history of the Hudson Bay Company, "The 
Beaver Club," a study of the fur trade, and "A Dream of Empire," 
which deals with the adventures of Tonty in old Louisiana. The 
story of the Hudson Bay Company is particularly well told, with 
full realization of the dramatic possibilities. From its charter in 
1679 there is traced the steady growth of the company, its secret 
management, its enormous profits, the strict administration, the 
barter with the Indians, the rivalry with the Northwest Company 
and their final amalgamation in 1821, and the subsequent develop- 
ment down to the surrender of the charter in 1870. Unlike the 
East India Company, however, the Hudson Bay Company was 
bought out by the government on terms very advantageous to itself, 
receiving $1,500,000 in cash, a block of land around each post, and 
one twentieth of all the arable land in the territory over which it 
relinquished its rights. The historic company now conducts a mail- 
order house at Winnipeg and secures to its stockholders a princely 
income from the sale of its lands. 

In "The Beaver Club" is recounted the no less dramatic story of 
the Northwest Fur Company and its struggle with the Hudson Bay 
Company. The Beaver Club was an organization at Montreal of the 
leading members in the fur trade, whose bacchanalian excesses never 
interfered with the successful prosecution of their business or their 
determined domination of Canadian politics. The efforts of Tonty 
and of Bienville to establish firmly the dominion of France in 
America provides the material for the third paper. 

While these essays are not provided with the usual scholarly para- 
phernalia of footnotes and references and are not based entirely 
upon original sources, they nevertheless constitute reliable history. 
But, unlike many an erudite historical treatise, they provide a de- 
gree of color and of dramatic interest, which, combined with an 
attractive literary style, makes the volume most enjoyable reading. 
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The work of Professor Gibson naturally discusses the extent and 
distribution of fossil fuels, but is concerned more largely with pos- 
sible substitutes for these sources of power, such as solar and 
internal heat, vegetation, wind, water, and tidal power. In general 
it forms a convenient summary, though the maps abound in glaring 



